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On  April  23,  1990  the  Committee  on  Ethics  received  a 
directive  from  Speaker  George  Keverian  requesting  a  review  of 
the  Disposition  Agreement  entered  into  between  the  Speaker  and 
the  State  Ethics  Commission.   (Commission  Adjudicatory  Docket 


No.     385) 
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On  April  27,  1990,  the  Committee  also  received  a  sworn 

v  Copy 
written  complaint  in  regard  to  said  Disposition  Agreement. 


In  accordance  with  House  Rule  16A  all  proceedings  of  the 
Committee  on  Ethics  must  be  considered  confidential  information. 

The  Committee,  after  giving  notice  as  required  by  House 
Rules,  met  on  April  30,  1990  at  12  noon  in  open  hearing  in  Room 
A-l  of  the  State  House.   Following  the  hearing  the  Committee  met 
in  both  open  and  executive  sessions  over  a  period  of  several 
days.   After  extensive  discussion  and  deliberations  the 
Committee  made  the  following  conclusions  and  findings: 


In  said  State  Ethics  Commission  Disposition  Agreement  the 
Speaker  acknowledged  that  he  violated  G.L.  C.268A,  s. 23(b) (3). 

The  provisions  of  the  state  law  which  Speaker  Keverian 
violated  (G.L.  C.268A,  s. 23(b) (3))  do  not  exist  in  House  rules 
House  rules  address  actual  conflict  of  interest,  but  fail  to 


- 


address  issues  concerning  the  appearance  of  a  conflict,  as 
contained  in  the  section  of  the  General  Laws  cited  by  the  Ethics 
Commission.   Speaker  Keverian,  therefore,  while  exercising 
questionable  judgment  in  hiring  subordinates  to  work  at  his  home 
and  in  his  dealings  with  a  state  vendor,  can  not  be  found  in 
violation  of  any  existing  rule  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
and  no  disciplinary  action  can  be  recommended. 
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